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Trump allies split 
over whether 
to battle Mueller 


President has resisted 
calls by Bannon, others 
for a combative response 


BY PHILIP RUCKER 
AND ROBERT COSTA 


Debate intensified in President 
Trump’s political circle Tuesday 
over how aggressively to confront 
special counsel Robert S. Mueller 
III, dividing some of the presi- 
dent’s advisers and loyalists as the 
Russia investigation enters a new 
phase following charges against 
three former Trump campaign 
officials. 

Despite his growing frustra- 
tion with a federal probe he has 
roundly dismissed, Trump has 
been cooperating with Mueller 
and lately has resisted attacking 


Contrasting styles 
Trump’s impulse to attack diverges 
from Mueller’s careful ways. A6 


Democrats weigh strategy 
Groups eyeing 2018 look to focus 
on policy, not the Russia probe. A7 


Exception now a rule? 
Mueller is willing to use suspects’ 
lawyers to provide evidence. A8 
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him directly, at the urging of his 
attorneys inside and outside the 
White House. 

But several prominent Trump 
allies, including former White 
House chief strategist Stephen K. 
Bannon, have said they think the 
president’s posture is too timid. 
Seeing the investigation as a po- 
litical threat, they are clamoring 
for a more combative approach to 
Mueller that would damage his 
credibility and effectively knee- 
cap his operation by cutting its 
funding. 

Still, Bannon and others are 
not advising Trump to fire Muel- 
ler, a rash move that the presi- 
dent’s lawyers and political advis- 
ers oppose and insist is not under 
consideration. 

Bannon in recent days has spo- 
ken with Trump by phone to relay 
his concerns about the president’s 
position and to counsel a shift in 
strategy, according to three peo- 
ple with knowledge of the conver- 
sation. The president — so far — 
has not accepted Bannon’s advice, 
these people said. 

Bannon’s view has been ampli- 
fied elsewhere on the right, with r 
talk radio and cable news com- 
mentators speaking out more 
forcefully against Mueller and his 
expanding probe. The Wall Street 
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Former adviser touted 
ties to Trump campaign 


BY ROSALIND S. HELDERMAN, 
KAREN DEYOUNG AND 
Tom HAMBURGER 


President Trump on Tuesday 
belittled former foreign policy ad- 
viser George Papadopoulos, who 
pleaded guilty this week to lying to 
federal agents investigating Rus- 
sia’s interference in the 2016 elec- 
tion, tweeting that “few people 
knew the young, low level volun- 
teer named George, who has al- 
ready proven to be a liar.” 

But interviews and documents 
show that Papadopoulos was in 
regular contact with the Trump 
campaign’s most senior officials 
and held himself out as a Trump 
surrogate as he traveled the world 
to meet with foreign officials and 
reporters. 

Papadopoulos sat at the elbow 
of one of Trump’s top campaign 
advisers, then-Sen. Jeff Sessions, 
during a dinner for campaign ad- 
visers weeks before the Republi- 


can National Convention, accord- 
ing to an individual who attended 
the meeting. 

He met in London in Septem- 
ber 2016 with a mid-level repre- 
sentative of the British Foreign 
Office, where he said he had con- 
tacts at the senior level of the 
Russian government. 

And he conferred at one point 
with the foreign minister of 
Greece at a meeting in New York. 

While some top campaign aides 
appeared to rebuff Papadopou- 
los’s persistent offers to broker a 
meeting with Russian President 
Vladimir Putin, there is no sign 
they told him directly to cease his 
activities or sought to end his 
affiliation with the campaign. 

Emails included in court docu- 
ments released Monday show that 
Papadopoulos repeatedly told 
Trump campaign officials about 
his contacts with people he be- 
lieved were representing the Rus- 
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NYC truck attack 
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ANDREW KELLY/REUTERS 


Crews work at the scene of the attack, where the truck also struck a small school bus. Officials labeled 
the act terrorism, and police identified the suspect as a 29-year-old Uzbek immigrant. 


JUSTIN LANE/EUROPEAN PRESSPHOTO AGENCY/EFE/REX/SHUTTERSTOCK 
Emergency personnel, in the background, remove a victim’s body from the Lower Manhattan bicycle path where a truck mowed down 
cyclists and pedestrians. Eight people were killed and 11 injured in the attack. The driver was shot by police and taken into custody. 


Vehicle hurtles down bike p 


kills 


ath in possible terror act 


BY RENAE MERLE, 
DEVLIN BARRETT 
AND WESLEY LOWERY 


NEW YORK — A 29-year-old man 
driving a rental truck plowed 
down people on a Manhattan bike 
path Tuesday in what authorities 
described as a terrorist attack that 
killed eight and injured 11 before 
the suspect was shot and arrested 
by police. 

A sunny fall day along the Hud- 
son River erupted in chaos just 
around the time students were 
getting out from nearby Stuyve- 
sant High School, when a rented 
Home Depot truck turned on to 
the bike path along the West Side 
Highway. 

Witnesses say the speeding 
truck struck unsuspecting bicy- 
clists and pedestrians while on- 
lookers screamed and scattered. 
The truck then veered left toward 
Chambers Street, where it collided 
with a small school bus, injuring 
two adults and two children in- 
side, officials said. 

Foreign ministries of Belgium 
and Argentina said five Argen- 
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As Northam’s lead slips, other races have an edge 


BY SCOTT CLEMENT 
AND LAURA VOZZELLA 


One week from Election Day, 
Democrat Ralph Northam’s lead 
has narrowed to five percentage 
points in the Virginia governor’s 
race, with Republican Ed 
Gillespie closing a motivation gap 
and consolidating support among 
conservatives and supporters of 
President Trump, a new Washing- 
ton Post-Schar School poll finds. 

Northam, the state’s lieutenant 
governor, leads among likely vot- 
ers 49 percent to Gillespie’s 
44 percent, a margin that is not 
statistically significant. The Dem- 
ocrat was up by 13 points in a Post 
poll earlier this month. Libertari- 
an Cliff Hyra is at 4 percent, 
enough to play spoiler if the race 


POLL Washington Post-Schar School poll 


Northam lead narrows in Virginia gubernatorial race 


Q: If the election were held today, for whom would you vote? 


Sept. 28-Oct. 2 Oct. 26-29 
Ralph Northam (D) 53% 
49% 
. ; 44% 
Ed Gillespie (R) 40% i 
A difference of at least 


8 points is statistically 
significant 


j i 9 
Cliff Hyra (Libert.) 4% A% 


No opinion 2% 3% 
Neither/Other (volunteered) 1% 1% 


Source: Oct. 26-29 Post-Schar School poll of 921 likely voters. Error margin of +/- 4 points. 


remains tight through Tuesday. 
Democrats have at least a slight 
edge in two down-ballot contests, 
with incumbent Attorney General 
Mark Herring (D) holding a 
49 percent to 43 percent lead 
against Republican challenger 
John Adams. In the lieutenant 
governor’s race, Democrat Justin 
Fairfax has a narrow lead over 
Republican Jill Holtzman Vogel, 
49 percent to 43 percent. Vogel 
POLL CONTINUED ON A4 


‘Architect of gerrymandering’ 
Ed Gillespie engineered redistricting 
that swept the GOP into office. B4 


Latinos may be soft on Northam 
Some advocacy groups worry 
about the Democrat’s appeal. B1 


In shift, GOP proposal won't 
lower rate for the wealthiest 


BY DAMIAN PALETTA 
AND MIKE DEBONIS 


House Republican leaders plan 
to propose preserving the top 
income-tax rate for very wealthy 
people, a last-minute adjustment 
to their plan to overhaul the tax 
code that they hope will assuage 
concerns that it will mainly ben- 
efit the rich, according to four 
people briefed on the planning 
Tuesday. 

GOP leaders had planned to 
collapse the seven existing in- 
come tax brackets into three 
brackets, lowering the top rate 
from 39.6 percent to 35 percent, 
but now will retain the top brack- 
et for people earning more than a 


certain threshold, perhaps 
$1,000,000, the people said. 

The detail was one of several 
that emerged Tuesday as GOP 
leaders scrambled to put the final 
touches on their plan, widely seen 
as the last best chance for Trump 
and congressional Republicans to 
advance a major policy achieve- 
ment this year. Drafters planned 
to work through the night on the 
bill and unveil it Wednesday, but 
later decided to delay it to Thurs- 
day, said House Ways and Means 
Committee Chairman Kevin Bra- 
dy (R-Tex.), its lead author. 

After a closed-door meeting of 
his panel Tuesday night, Brady 
issued a statement saying, “In 

TAXES CONTINUED ON A15 
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Peninsula. A12 


has divided a Northern 
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‘Potentially irreversible’ Climate change 
significantly imperils public health globally, a 
new report in the Lancet warned. A2 


A fundamental shift The EPA chief has 
banned scientists who receive agency grants 
from serving on key advisory boards. A2 


THE NATION 

The ACLU sued the 
federal government, 
seeking the release of an 
undocumented girl de- 
tained in Texas after un- 
dergoing surgery. A3 


THE WORLD 
A Pentecostal move- 


ment known as prosper- 
ity gospel is challenging 
the order of things in 
predominantly Catholic 
Brazil. A11 

Seoul and Beijing 

said they would put 
aside their differences 
out of a joint desire to 
denuclearize the Korean 


THE ECONOMY 
Leftovers constitute 
the single-largest source 
of edible food waste in 
U.S. homes, a new study 
found. A13 


THE REGION 

A Halloween ghoul 
hanging in a tree that a 
neighbor deemed racist 


Virginia community. B1 
AD.C. police oversight 
board found that many 
officers failed to proper- 
ly use body cameras. B5 
A white nationalist 
dubbed the “crying 
Nazi” has hosted an In- 
ternet radio show from a 
Virginia jail for more 
than two months. B5 


Better brewing 

Five steps to making 
coffee at home that will 
beat a certain chain’s. E1 
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Obama’s legacy 
The former president 
charts his course. C1 
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